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‘ORIGINAL COMMUNICATION. 


On the use of Iodine in Erysipelas, 


BY ROBERT BURNS, M. D. 
To the Editors of the Medical Examiner. 





GENTLEMEN :—Should you find the follow- | 


ing remarks worthy of a corner in your valua- 
ble journal, 1 hope others may be induced, 
through the same medium, to record their ex- 


perience of the external use of iodine, and | 


thereby extend to the profession generally the 
benefits of their observation on this interesting 
subject. 

On the 23d of August, 1841, I was called to 
visit Mr, William R———d and wife, the 
former of whom had been sick two weeks pre- 


vious to my visit, without having any efficient | 


means employed, and his wife several days. 
On examination, both were found much pros- 
trated, their hands cold and bedewed with per- 
spiration, pulse very feeble, but normal in fre- 
quency. Mr. R.’s tongue was of a dark brown 
colour, chapped over its whole surface, and 
dry asa piece of bark. The reverse was the case 
with Mrs. R., her tongue being moist and very 
little furred, and the only observable departure 
from its normal condition was slight enlarge- 
ment, with puffiness of the gums. The faces of 
both were enormously swelled with erysipe- 
latousinflammation. The colour of the skin was 
of a dull, dusky red, with several vesicles 
seattered over the surface. The progress of the 
inflammation on Mr. R.’s face was in a lateral 
direction, commencing at the ear; on his wife’s 
it proceeded from below upwards; in both 
cases the inflammation extended over the whole 
face, with the exception of the chin, and was 
passing rapidly upon the hairy scalp when ar- 
Tested, 

Upon the whole, these cases put on a very 
‘erlous aspect, both as regards their local and 
general symptoms, In the evening the exacer- 
bation was characterized by excessive heat of 
the head and face, delirium, protracted insom- 
nia in the case of the female, and frequent 
Starting from sleep in that of the male. 

Such a state of things existing, ail idea of 
depletion was at least for the present aban- 
doned, and an alterative treatment, conjoined 
with diaphoretics and gentle laxatives, seemed 
lo be that which was indicated as best suited 
to their condition : consequently the following 
medicines were prescribed on the 23d. 

R. Mass Hydrarg. grs. xii, 
Pulv. Rhei, Di. 
Pulv. Ipecac. comp. grs. vi. 

_ M. ft. pilul. vi. 

Wuoz No. 175. 90 


| 


| 
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S. Each to take three at bed time, to be fol- 
lowed by Ol. Risini. in the morning. 
R. Acid Aceti com. Zii. 
Carb. Ammon. q. s. 
Spt. Eth. Nit. Zss. 
Vin. Ipecac. Zit. 
Aq. Fontana. Zivss. 
M. ft. mixture, 

S. A table spoonful every hour. 

Aug. 24.—Bowels freely evacuated with 
considerable relief. Diaphoretic mixture to 
be continued; light farinaceous diet; lemonade 
or Seidlitz powders for drink. 

Aug, 25.—During the night considerable 
delirium and wakefulness, which has some- 
what subsided. 

Continue same diaphoretic, with the addi- 
tion of ant. tart, gr. iss., instead of the vin. 
ipecac as above; also one of the following 
pills every two hours: 

R. Mass. Hydrarg. dii. 
Pulv. Ipecac. grs. vs 
Opii grs. ii. 
M, ft. pilul. xx. 
Aug. 26.—Improved. Mr. R.’s tongue he- 
gine to soften at the edges, and its whole sur- 
ace is more moist. Mrs. R, is also some- 
what improved ; delirium however continued 
during the night. Both were ordered to have 
a blister applied to the nape of the neck, which 
being done, much relief was produced. 

4ug. 30.—Convalescence is advancing 
steadily, under the use of sulph. quinine and 
decect. cinch. comp., varied according to cir 
cumstances, and from time the bowels are kept 
open with infus. senne et sulph. magnes, 

Ilaving given a rough sketch of the general 
treatment pursued, we next notice the local 
measures adopted, 

On the evening of the 23d. the ungt. hy- 
drargeri was prescribed, and ordered to be ap- 
plied spread on strips of linen, about one inch 
broad, along the line of demarcation, This 
was continued throughout the first night, and 
likewise on the 24th, Its application afforded 
some relief, but produced no further change ; 
the inflammation continued to extend, and I 
now resolved to use the tincture of iodine, for 
the knowledge of which, in the treatment of 
erysipelas, 1 am, I believe, indebted to the 
well-stored columns of your usefu] journal. I 
was the more favourably impressed with this 
remedy from having used it about a year ago 
in erysipelatous inflammation of the foot and 
knee, and more recently in a case of phleg- 
mon, upon the ala nasi, which produced con- 
siderable inflammation and tumefaction of the 
whole face, aad also, in a third instance, upon 
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a highly inflamed and swollen toe; in all of{ patience of your numerous and enlightened 


which cases prompt relief, with a speedy ter- 
mination of the inflammation, was produced. 
These cases gave me a very favourable im- 
pression of the utility of this remedy in local 
cutaneous inflammation, and the cases which 
now presented themselves appeared extremely 
fair ones for a more extensive trial! of its utill- 
ty. Being somewhat timid of using the tinc- 
ture in its officinal strength, the first applica- 
tion was made dilute, as in the following for- 
mula: 

R. Tinct. Iodine f. Zi. 

Spt. V. Rect. f. ii. 

M., ft. lotio. 

With this a portion of the face was penciled 
over by means of acamel’s hair brush. The 
sensation was tu the patientagreeable, and pro- 
ductive of relief in the part to which it was 
applied; the day following the use of the 
iodine, the skin was observed to be somewhat 
wrinkled, and the inflammation partially di- 
minished; the second day (the 26th) the pre- 
paration was made stronger, by mixing equal 
parts of the tincture and spt. v. This was 
used more extensively than the furmer; and 
although the whole inflamed surface, as well 
as the vesicles both whole and ruptured, were 
freely varnished over, yet no perceptible bad 
or even unpleasant effects urose from the me- 
dicament; this induced me, on the third day, 
to employ the tincture without dilution: the 
effect was now very prompt in destroying the 
inflammation. On the day following its use, 
the tumefaction subsided, the epidermis be- 
came much corrugated, the effusion in the loose 
cellular substance of the palpebre was remov- 
ed, and in two days after its usedesquamation 
took place, Jeaving a sound unbroken surface. 
Even on those places where vesicles had form- 
ed, and the fluid was discharged, no sores were 
produced by the iodine; and, moreover, it was 
matter of no small satisfaction to observe how 
desirous these patients were to have their 
faces painted over at each visit; the sensation, 
as above remarked, being pleasant, and tfe- 
lieving the disagreeable burning of the inflam- 
mation.” ‘These patients did well,and on the 
twelfth day of my attendance were so well as 
to require no further medical attention. In 
termino, I have only to say, that, so far as my 
observation extends, the use of iodine in ery- 
sipelas is of extraordinary advantage, and cer- 
tainly surpasses any other remedy I have ever 
seen tried. Here, however, the general and lo- 
cal treatment must not be confounded, or the 
benefits of the former placed to the account of 
the latter. General treatment in the above 


cases was absolutely necessary ; and this no 
doubt had a salutary effect upon the local affec- 
tion: still, it cannot be doubted bat the local 
means was a powerful auxiliary in bringing 
about a speedy and favourable termination of 
the disease, and destroying an extensive source 
of irritation, 


I will not longer trespass on the 


readers, but in conclusion hope that 
them will make public their observations on 
the endermic use of iodine. 

Frankford, Pa., Nov. 1, 1841. 


—_ 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICEs. 
The Guardian of Health: a monthly Journal of 

Domestic Hygiene, Edited by Tuomas F, 

Bonn, Jr., M. D., and Cuapin A. Harris, 

M. D. Nos. 1,2, and 3—September, Octo- 

ber, and November, 1841. 

Knight & Colburn, 

We find upon our table a fasciculus of forty- 
eight pages, bearing this title. A well con- 
ducted journal, published with the view of en- 
lightening the public upon hygienic principles, 
is a desideratum. ‘The ear!y and great success 
of the Journal of Health, formerly published in 
this city, proved the popularity of the subject, 
and, for a time, was productive of much good. 
It died, we fear, in part, from a seeming ex- 
haustion of the subject ; and, indeed, this must 
be the fate of any such undertaking in the 
course of a few years, unless a wider scope be 
given to the enterprise than is usually intend- 
ed by those who aim at an audience beyond 
the circle of the scientific. The Annales d’Hy- 
giene Publique, of which the twenty-fifth vo- 
lume lies beside the little Baltimorean publica- 
tion, is addressed to the profoundly learned, 
and contains articles of great weight and im- 
portance; but most of the periodicals designed 
for the general reader have been Jimited in du- 
tation to the completion of two or three vo- 
lumes, They are prone to become insufferably 
heavy on the one hand, or to sink into mere 
twaddle on the other. We sincerely hope that 
the Gaardian of Health may prove more fortu- 
nate; but to do so, it must secure the aid of 
high talent, and eschew all trifling articles, 
such as are too frequently forced into the co- 
lamns of a joutnal by the disagreeableness of 
refusal, or the fear of offending a subscriber. 
The number or numbers before us contain se- 
veral well-selected articles, and take high and 
just ground against empiricism, and also 
against some almost intangible absurdities of 
the day, that will not willingly consent to Te 
ceive that title, Among the rest, it contains 
an extract from the Boston Medical and Surgt- 
cal Journal on Homeopathy, with a most 
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amusing postscript, in which the numer‘cal 
system is brought to bear on the question of the 
quantity of fluid required properly to dilute one 
drop of a tincture to render it homeopathically 
eficient. The calculation is stopped in mid 
eareer by the inability of the page to accom- 
modate the line of figures; but it is made very 
evident that the distance from fhe earth to the 
nearest fixed siar would be a tolerably good 
measure of the side of a cube large enough to 
contain the mixture! Whatinfinite expansion 
of imagination, and what infinilesmal force of 
intellect, must be required to grasp the siupen- 
dous nothingness of this all-conquering theory ! 
But it is folly to frown where smiles are more 
appropriate, and there are weaknesses which 
eall for pity rather than anger. In applying 
the terms ** dishonest and unprincipled”™ to the 
sect of homeopaths, the correspondent of the 
Boston Journal has been guilty of injustice, 
aad the editor of the Guardian of Health did 
wrong to endorse the charge. ‘These terms 
are applicable only to those who profess the 
doctrines of the sect, while they praci7se an op- 
posite course, in order to play upon the preju- 
dices of the ignorant. We have known some 
very amiable and exceedingly good-natured 
people, regularly enrolled on the lists of the 
profession, who fully believed in the truth of 
what is called by them the doctrine of homeo- 
pathy; nor can it be maintained, even by their 
antagonists, that they are not safer, and society 
better served, when they act up to their princi- 
ples, than if they were to pursue an opposite | 
course, 

Again— Many have grown wiser by experi- 
ence, and have relinquished the doctrine that 
the half is greater than the whole, and only con- 
tend that the best way to make a man better, is 
lo make him a little worse ! 

Since we are in a facetious mood, it may not 
be amiss to say, in the utmost good humour, 
(and we know the author will excuse the rail- 
lery,) that one phrase in the “ Dissertation on 
the Management of the Mouth and Teeth, by 
L.S. Parmley, M. D., D. D.S., reminds us 
of the ancient proposition fo fortify a city with 
hather ! 

“This false doctrine of hereditary weak- 
ness”’ (of the teeth) ‘* appears to have but one 
Sure, unerring remedy; and that is, to familiar- 
'%@ mothers, guardians and teachers, with /hé 








Patent apparatus I have invented,” &c, p. 23. 


As the article from which the above quota- 
tion is made throws a curious light upon the 
infinitude of evil resulting from the neglect of 
teeth, both in childhood and adult age,—evils, 
some of which some of us have been in the habit 
of attributing to other causes,—we select the 
following passage to instruct our readers in the 
proper method of preserving those all-import- 
ant organs, ‘The process is to commence in 
childhood, **soon after the fifih year,’”? when 
the four permanent molar teeth appear. 


‘This class of double teeth, intended to receive 
the whole pressure and force of the jaws during 
the changing of all the front teeth, the most criti- 
cal epoch in life, therefore the same clean ha- 
bit should be faithfully continued, as particular 
daily attention will prevent irreparable mis- 
ehief, supersede the ordinary services of the 
dentist, who should inspect the mouth (or 
some qualified person) once a month, and then 
the daily care of cleaning it perfectly after the 
principal meals with the following instruments, 
appear indispensable for comfort and safety. 
First, a stiff brush of a suitable size, used freely 
over the crowns of the teeth, and moved brisk- 
ly up and down as may be convenient to give 
friction to the gums at the sametime. Se- 
condly, The floss silk well waxed should be 
passed up and down on the right and left side 
of each tooth, a little oncer the gums, which 
will remove all accumulations from the inter- 
Stices and necks of the teeth, where the brush 
cannot reach. Thirdly, The tooth-polisher, 
formed so as to be applied to the surface of the 
teeth where any discoloration may be seen, and 
near the gums or edges; the friction to be con- 
tinued until the enamel is smooth. Fourthly, 
The double instrament for removing hard tar- 
tar,and separating the gums during the growth 
of the teeth, so as to make room to polish and 
clean the enamel thus exposed, and where the 
ordinary means cannot be applied with good 
effect. Fifthly, The tongue scraper, of whale- 
bone, (well made,) should be used every morn- 
ing, at least, to free the surface and edges of 


the tongue from foul deposites, and discharge - 


the glands, and remove all secretions from the 
mouth, which would injure its general health, 
and prove detrimental to the stomach and lungs 
of the most vigorous temperament at any pe- 
riod of life. If these instructions are properly 
persevered in, and the means faithfully used, 
the gums and teeth of every shape and colour 
may be preserved through life by every class 
of people, with little expense, in al! climates, 
and the breath from taint, a consummation de- 
voutly to be wished.” 


Our chief fear as to the above directions—if 
intelligible—is, that amidst the many cares of 
life, the public will be unwilling to devote the 
necessary time to this important b siness, or 
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that other hygienic operations of daily neces- 
sity may be unduly neglected therefor. 

In taking leave of this new candidate for pa- 
tronage, it is but right to state that its pages 
really contain a fair proportion of matter of 
high practical value, and most of the articles 
are chosen with the evident design to combat 
existing prejudices, and diffuse knowledge of 
practical value among a class of readers who 
are very much in want of it, So long as the 
Journal avoids the two great dangers already 
pointed out, it will flourish; and so long as it 
supports the standard of anti-empiricism, we 
shall ardently desire its success, 





A Report of the Facts and Circums(ances relating 
fo acase of Compound Fra¢lure,and Prosecution 
for Malpractice, in which William Smith 
was Plaintiff, and Drs. Guodyear and Hyde 
were Defendants, at Cortland village, Cort- 
land county, N. Y., March, 1841, comprising 

Statements of the case by several Medical Gen- 

tlemen, together with Notes and Comments on 

the Testimony. By A. B. Suipman, M.D., 

Cortlandville, 1841. pp. 35. 

It is certainly the least pleasant of al! the 
duties of a medical reviewer to notice those 
professional disputes which are submitted to 
the arbitrament of law. For, independent of 
the painfulness of witnessing such discussions | 
and reflecting upon their reaction on the public 
reputation of the fraternity, the bungling and 
imperfect manner in which the reports of evi- 
dence in criminal cases in this country are re- 
gistered, renders them almost incomprehensi- 
ble both to the medical and general reader. 

Every one is aware that in a rapid examina- 
tion—especially when a witness is terse and de- 
cided in his style of speech—the question itself 
essentially modifies the meaning of the reply; 
and, by a most wholesome custum prevalent 
in England, both are deliberately recorded. 
In this country, on the contrary, the question 
is usually neglected, and if the answer ig so 
worded as to convey no meaning without re- 
ference to the inquiry, its phraseology is often 
altered at the discretion of the reporter—a dis- 
cretion upon which exceedingly little reliance 
can be placed in medico-legal cases. Some- 
times, when the reply is inconveniently long, 
it is ingeniously curtailed. 

Let us give an example from the celebrated 
trial of Mina, the Mexican, for the murder of 
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Mr. Chapman. We were then giving evidence 
°n the ciagnostic appearances after death, in 
common and spasmodic cholera, and in poison- 
ing by arsenic. The quotation is from memo- 
ry, but is substantially correct. 

Question, (in death from common cholera) — 
‘«« What were the appearances in the abdomen?” 

Answer.—“I found the veins conveying the 
blood from the stomach and bowels fo the liver, 
full and distended.”’ 


The words written in Italics being ommitted 
by the reporter, the printed account of the trial 
read thus: 

‘¢Found the stomach and bowels ful] and 
distended !”” 

Yet such are the records which, if not ad- 
mitted as evidence of the highest character in 
future trials, are often employed by council to 
influence the minds of jusies in cases involv- 
ing the lives of our fellow citizens; and such 
are the statements upon which the medical 
witness is too frequently judged by his profes- 
sional brethren and the general public. We 
have long ceased to consider the ordinary pub- 
lications of Ameriean medieo-legal trials as 
safe foundations for judgments upon the pro 
fessional character of witnesses, unless where 
the evidence is so purely narrative as to leave 
no reasonable room for doubt. But in the 
pamphlet before us there are many circum- 
stances in evidence of a nature scarcely to be 
mistaken, and the most important of these are 
supported by much concurrent testimony, as 
well as other documentary proof. 


It appears that Dr. Shipman has been rudely 
attacked in a public newepaper, in Cortland 
county, N. Y., for endeavouring to save a limb 
in a case of compound fracture of the leg, 
which was condemned to amputation by two 
of his brother practitioners, and feels com- 
pelled to appeal to the public in self-defence. 
The facts of the case, as presented, are simply 
these: 


W. S., an intemperate man, about fifty years 
of age, feli from a height, and broke both bones 
of the leg at the most common points of frac- 
ture in such cases—the fibula four inches, and 
the tibia two inches above the ankle-joint. The 
tibia penetrated the stocking and boot of the 
patient, and entered the soil, becoming denuded 
of periosteum to the extent of about one-fourth 
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the tibia was removed by the fingers; the 
wound closed by adhesive strips, scultetus 
bandage applied, one carved, anterior, and two 
jong, lateral, well padded splints placed on the 
limb, the whole secured by strong tapes, the 
leg stretched on a pillow, ordered to be kept 
wet with spirits and water, and an anodyne 
administered, The patient rested tolerably 
well through the night, was free from pain in 
the morning, was removed to the Alms House 
under the superintendance of Dr. Shipman, 
and was left in bed by him, after an examina- 
tion of the dressings. No large vessel or 
nerve was injured, 


Nine days afterwards, Dr. S. was called to 
amputate, or assist in amputating the limb. 
A consultation of five surgeons, four students, 
and two non-medical superintendants! [what 
business had they at a medical consultation 2} 
was called on the case, 


Condition of the limb,—It lay on the double 
inclined plane, the bone protruding nearly two 
inches, It was dry, dark, and dead. The foot 
turned off—the leg distorded—muscles retract- 
ed—and the limb shortened. The wound 
gaped; there was no loss of substance; the 
upper part had healed, and healthy granula- 
tions covered a portion of the bone. [How so, 
if it ** had Jost its vitality ?’’?] Some good pus 
escaped. The patient suffered much pain, but 
had no fever. The strength and pulse good— 
tongue clean—and bowels regular. Drs, Good- 
year and Hyde, the attending surgeons, urged 
immediate amputation, on account of the hab- 
its of the patient, the state of the weather, and 
the fear of fever. One gentleman seemed in 
doubt, Three, including Dr. S., opposed am- 
putation, and advised removing the protruding 
portion of bone, and reduction. 


Ten days after the consultation, Dr. S. was 
called to take charge of the case—the attend- 
ing surgeons being dismissed by the superin- 
tendents. Condition of the patient much the 
same. The heel sloughed to the bone from pres- 
sure. The limb was covered as before with a 
loose cloth. Much pain suffered. 


The doctor removed about an inch of the 
protruding bone, including the part that had 
lost its vitality, placed the limb in an easy po- 
sition and left, As another surgeon had been 
requested to assist in the treatment, ¢/ appears 
that the limb was not regularly dressed till next 











day! Then, the wound was * cleaned from 
pus and maggots,” closed, as nearly as possi- 
ble, with adhesive strips, and dressed, as was 
also the heel, and splints were applied. ‘The 
patient then slowly recovered, leaving the Alms 
House in the spring, walking without much 
diffieulty or much lameness. 

This is a fair abstract of Dr. Shipman’s own 
account of the case. Three letters follow— 
one, very severe, from Hon. Lewis Riggs, 
M. D., another from A. Patterson, M. D., and 
a third from Joel K. Carpenter, M.D. The 
first and last were of the consultation—the re- 
maining gentleman had seen the case in its 
earlier progress, and participated in its later 
treatment. Besides a general corroboration of 
the statement of Dr. Shipman, these letters 
fully establish the following facts. The neg- 
lect of attention to the dressing of the wound ; 
the absence of support to the foot, which seems 
to have been permitted to rotate the lower frag- 
ments almost at pleasure; and the uncommon 
capacity of endurance in the patient, A small 
sinus remained, but the patient was able to per- 
form the duties of a labourer. 

Nothing of much moment was elicited from 
other evidence on the trial, except that lateral 
splints of some kind were applied on the in- 
clined plane, and that compresses in some 
shape were placed between these and the 
limb. There is much in the reported medical 
evidence on trial which it would have been de- 
sirable for some of the practitioners to sup- 
press: but as the mode of reporting in our 
courts is such as has been described, charit 
and professional pride should induce us to at- 
tribute it to the ignorance of the unprofessional 
scribe, It is unnecessary to the formation of 
the few opinions which we feel it incumbent 


/upon us to express. 


If the statements of the operator and the 
three letter writers be correct, there can be no 
doubt that the condition of the patient on the 
13th of July was such as to make it very pro- 
per that amputation should ‘be talked of,”’ but 
we are acquainted with no experienced surgeon 
in this section of the country who would have 
ventured fo perform it in the then existing state 
of the constitution, If, as some of the wit- 
nesses state, the wound looked ‘*dark co- 
loured,”’ and ‘had the appearance of slough- 
ing,’’—even if it were actually sloughing to a 





moderate extent, while there were no worse 
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constitutional symptoms, we should have ex-| membrane were seriously torn, as the conse. 


cised the dead bone, reduced it, and expected 


quent exfoliations would have been superficial, 


with some confidence to see the necessity of | But some of these latter views are in contra- 


wearing a high healed shoe, the worst ultimate 
consequence of the avoidance of amputation in 
a sturdy labourer from the country who had so 
long escaped mania a potu, and resisted so 
much local irritation without a fever of reac- 
tion orexcessive suppnration. But, it must be 
admitted that a difference of opinion on this 
subject would not be just ground for a charge 
of ignorance or even severe censnre. There are 
other more formidable questions. How came 
the bone to be protruding on the 13th, after be- 
Ing reduced perfectly, or even—for argument’s 
sake—imperfectly reduced on the 4th? How 
came the limb to be permitted to remain in the 
same condition, or,—if placed in a proper po- 
sition,—to resume its deformity in the interval 
between the 13th and 23d% Why was the 
foot so partially dressed? It is altogether 
unnecessary to reply to these queries. 


It would be no more than just, however, to 
inquire of Dr. S why the dressing of the 
wound was delayed a day after the reduction 
on the 13th, in order to await the arrival of a 
distinguished surgeon, whose presence could 
be of no avail in the execution of a task so 
simple. 





Disliking as we do decidedly, the plan of 
treating fractured legs by means of short splints, 
and especially carved splints, and condemning 
the double inclined plane still more decidedly, 
we cannot avoid thinking that had the wound 
been simply dressed with adhesive strips, the 
leg reduced and early placed on a pillow in 
the common fracture box, and covered with 
bran, withont any bandage, the patient wonld 
have left the alms-house in three or four months 
with a full length limb, and, at most, a little 
sinus communicating with an insignificant se- 
questrum, There would been, in this case, 
much less trouble in dressing, and no danger 
of maggots. Not above one case in twenty of 
fractured leg requires permanent extension, and 
in the Pennsylvania Hospital no instrument 
bat the fracture box is employed in cases in 
which the length of the limb is spontaneously 
preserved, If the tibia had been denuded in 
the first instance to the extent of an inch, this 
circumstance alone would not have warranted 
the excision of the bone, unless the medullary 


diction to very high authority, and no charge 
of mal-practice could be maintained upon the 
strength of their rejection by the practitioner, 


R, C. 


THE MEDICAL EXAMINER, 


PHILADELPHIA, NOV. 6, 1841. 


— 


a 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ENSUING YEAR. 
On and after the first of Jauuary, 1842, the 
present series of the Medical Examiner will 
be discontinued, A new series of the Exam- 
iner will be published in a form considerably 
altered from that now in use. It will be con- 
ducted by Dr. Reynell Cvates, who will be 
the acting editor. Drs, Biddle and Gerhard 
will take particular charge of different depart- 
ments of the Examiner, and the assistance of 
able collaborators, whose names or initials 
will be appended to the articles written by 
them, is secured, 
It is proposed to restrict the foreign and se- 
lected matter within less space than they now 
occupy in the Medical Examiner, to give con- 
densed views of the progress of medicine and 
the collateral sciences, bibliographical notices 
of new works of interest, reports of hospital 
and other cases, and original articles of a con- 
densed and instructive character. In other 
words, the publishers of the new series of 
the Examiner will desire to keep their readers 
informed of all important medical novelties 
which may appear from time to time. 
The Journal will be published every Satur- 
day, by Joseph C. Turnpenny, (corner of 
Spruce and Tenth streets,) for the proprietors. 
Each number will consist of a single sheet, 
without a cover, by which arrangement distant 
subscribers will be subjected to newspaper 
postage only. 
The subscription will be reduced to three 
dollars per annum for a single copy, and two 
copies to the same address will be forwarded 
regularly on the reception of an inclosure of 
five dollars. 
The plan of payment of subscriptions in ad- 
vance will be regularly adhered to, hereafter, 
as the only one consistent with the success of 
the undertaking in its altered form, Gentle- 
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men remitting five dollars in advance, will be 
entitled to a single copy of the Journal for 
two consecutive years, 


The announcement of a projected change in 
the editorship of this journal having been gi- 
yen above, it will be proper that we should 
call the attention of our readers from time to 
time to the views designed to be supported and 
the changes of arrangement to be introduced in 
the forthcoming New Series. Some of these 
changes will be gradually adopted in the suc- 
ceeding numbers of the Examiner for the pre- 
sent year—and, as performances are better than 
promises, this will give our present subscri- 
bers, and others at a distance, the most availa- 
ble opportunity of judging the advantages like- 
ly to result from the alteration of plan, 

Reference to the pages of the last and pre- 
sent numbers will show that it is a part of our 
design to be select in the choice of foreign ar- 
ticles, and that, while endeavouring to touch 
upon all subjects fitted for reception in a week- 
ly journal that are of real importance and inte- 
rest, we Shall be somewhat more liberal in the 
expenditure of time and thought in comment- 
ing upon the contents of these articles than 
most editors permitthemselves tobe. In other 
words, the Foreign Department will assume 
more nearly the characters of critical and ana- 
lytical bibliography. That it should do 89, is 
desirable for the protection of human life 
against the influence of the false lustre acquir- 
ed by many beautiful carvers, who carry the 
love of operating beyond all reasonable grounds, 
ingenious practitioners who are constantly in- 
troducing novelties in practice which will not 
bear the test of an examination regulated upon 
established principles, and medical theorists 
who become devoted to the study of the patho- 
logy of some one system of organs, and endea- 
vour to employ the language, or rather, the 
mere provincial dialect of those organs in the 
explanation of the philosophy of morbid ac- 
tions in other systems and tissues—a habit 
that is destructive of all correct generalization, 
and lays the foundation of much of the uncer- 
tainty in medical reasoning which has ever 
been regarded as one of the chief opprobria 
of the profession. 

It will be observed, also, that a new depart- 
ment has been added in the present number, to 
embrace the proceedings of societies directly 





or indirectly connected with the cultivation of 
medical science. We should be pleased to ex- 
tend this labour to other cities, if suitable ar- 
rangements could be effected for the purpose. 


MEDICAL SCHOOL OF PHILADELPHIA. 

The collegiate medical schools of late years, 
have engrossed so completely the title of **Me- 
dical Schools” par eminence, that the custom 
of applying the term in its narrowest accepta- 
tion has extended itself habitually to the press. 
We wish it distinctly understood, that, when 
we speak of a medical school, wo do not refer 
to any particular college or university, but to 
allthe institutions collectively which contribute, 
or Should contribute to the perfection of medi- 
cal instruction in any one city, or around any 
one centre. Nor do we mean to exclude the 
private preceptors and their labours, which 
often form no unimportant feature in the sys- 
tem. ‘These comments are called for in con- 
sequence of the uncorrected error of the press, 
in our last number, by means of which the 
heading of our article on this subject is graced 
with a pleural termination, After the clinics, 
which, if rightly regulated, are the most im- 
portant feature in all medical schools, perhaps 
the colleges aud universities take the highest 
rank ; but with us, there are numerous private 
establishments and lectureships which, in 
common with these heavier corporations, take 
rank, and sometimes an important rank in the 
system of instruction. In the next, or its suc- 
ceeding number, we will endeavour to take 
some notice of these adjuvants. 

During the last week we enjoyed the satis- 
faction of listening to the introductory lectures 
of Dr. Samuel Jackson and Dr, T. D. Miitter, 
By a resolution of the class of the University 
of Pennsylvania, five of the introdnetory ad- 
dresses delivered at that institution which pre- 
sent a novel character, will be shortly publish- 
ed. As the lecture of Dr. Jackson will be in- 
cluded in this number, we defer most critical 
remarks until the whole are laid before us, It 
will be a subject of regret if the classes of the 
two other colleges should fail to copy this 
praiseworthy example ; for even the most in- 
dustrious editor cannot make himself omnipre- 
sent, 

Of Dr. Jackson’s lecture we will only re- 
mark at present that it was delivered in his 
usually lively style, and was more free than 
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usual from his prevailing faults—unnecessary 
technicality, and an invulution of phraseology. 
It contained more good old Saxon English than 
any other address from the same source we re- 
member to have heard. On some other occa- 
sion we will notice its more solid merits, 
which were not slender, reserving still the right 
’ of criticism. 

Dr. Miitter’s lecture derives additional inte- 
rest from the fact of its being his first essay 
since the assumption of the professional gown, 
It was classical in diction, and was delivered 
in a remarkably eloquent manner. Dr. M. is 
evidently practised in the art of oratory, and 
both voice and gesticulation were well ordered 
and impresssive. He dwelt with great force 
upon the broad distinction between the mere 
man of the knife and the real surgeon, and re- 
pudiated the cnlpable haste with which opera- 
tions have been recently performed by those 
who prefer notoriety and gold won from the 
vulgar and ignorant, to real reputation among 
the wise and good, and the self-respect which 
flows ftom the consciousness of having fulfilled 
the duties incumbent upon the practitioner of a 
self-sacrificing, benevolent, and truly liberal 
profession. ‘There was no praise of the insti- 
tution with which he was connected—no cen- 
sure cast upon others—no catering to the per- 
verted taste of youthful dissipation by ill timed 
jest, or humourous and racy illustration. The 
tone of the address was decidedly grave and | 
moral, and if it had a decided fault, it consist- 
ed in dwelling somewhat more on subjects of 
a religious character than the occasion seemed 
to require, 





ANIMAL MaGnetisM, 
The town has been lately much agitated by 
the public exhibition of experiments connected 
with Mesmerism, and, as usual on such occa- 
sions, the gossiping world is chiefiy divided 
into two general classes—those whose creduli- 
ty induces them to believe every thing seem- 
ingly wonderful that they see; devouring, 
wholesale, both facts and doctrines, and} those 
so constitutionally sceptical or suspicious that 
they deny, without any reasonable examination, 
both the doctrines and the facts. 
Between these contending factions, there are 
a set of observers—some of them haud ignotus 
—who gaze and wonder, wisely shaking their 


ie : ———_—_—_——— 


niary considerations wculd not induce them to 
confess how much they believe! 

Among the public displays of the effects of 
certain manipulations exhibited in the recent 
demonstrations at the Masonic Hall, the ma- 
jority of apparent phenomena might very wel] 
result from an ingenious systcm of collusion 
between the operator and the patient. That 
such collusion has existed in many of the dis- 
plays of a similar character that have been 
made from time to time, both in this country 
and in Europe, there can be no doubt. The 
fact has been repeatedly proved. That both a 
real and a pretended effect has been occasion- 
ally combined in these public exhibitions—of 
which we seriously disapprove—there is little 
reason to doubt, All that relates to the appa- 
rent community of senses between the subject 
and the magnetiser, (so called unwisely, for 
there is no more proof that the phenomena are 
magnetic than there is that the maelstroom is 
the result of the gambols of a great submarine 
monster,) may be effected by a Secret system of 
signs. The same is true of all that relates to 
the motions of the sleeper under the seeming 
influence of the will of another—such as the 
standing up, the clasping of hands, the raising 
of the arm, the working to time, &c.—experi- 
ments familiar to all—these may be accomplished 
by similar means, We should find it no difficult 
task to contrive such a system ourselves; and 
it would not require half the genius of Cham- 
pollion in translating the Egyptian Hiero- 
glyphics, Mr. Duponceau in discovering the 
history of Chinese Characters, or Mr. Poe in 
decyphering secret writing. Many of the start- 
ling descriptions attributed to clairvoyance may 
be also examples of the art of guessing. The 
whole subject furnishes a beautiful field for 
charlatanry, and we doubt not that many of our 
ingenious countrymen have found it a’ profitable 
business to gull our exceedingly gullable pub- 
lic in this manner. But that the operators at 
present engaged in the proceedings at the Hall 
are guilty of this species of collusion, we do 
not believe for many reasons, among which 
one of the most valid is as follows: 


When men design to deceive by any plan, 
they generally render that plan as effective and 
perfect as possible. If the plan be regulated 
by signs, those signs are either perceived oF 











heads, and privately avowing that large pecu- 
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they are “not ~ peneedved. If the former, the 
action indicated is performed at once and 
perfectly ; as inthe case of the /earned pigs and 
puppies of genius who are educated to spell 
words and trace out countries on a map. If, 
on the contrary, the signs be unheard or mis- 
understood, either no-act is performed or a re- 
gular faux pas is committed, But in the ex- 
periments at the Hall, the attempt to produce 
certain motions at the will of the magnetiser 
very often fails, to the great dissatisfaction of 
the audience, and at the imminent risk of dis- 
appointing the only possible calculation of a 
deceptive operator—the accumulation of pence. 
Now, these failures are evidently involuntary, 
because they are contrary to the interest of the 
parties, Ye twe have observed that, in every 
instance, when we have been present, there 
has been an obvious attempt to perform the re- 
quired motion, and never have we observed ei- 
ther total inactivity or the evidence of adesign 
to effect a feat of a different character from 
that desired by the magnetiser. ‘The very na- 
ture of these failures, then, and more especial- 
ly their frequency, furnish strong evidence of 
the good faith of the exhibitions. 

It is not our intention at present to dilate 
very widely upon the history of the phenomena 
displayed in the singular aberration of the ner- 
vous functions common to hysteria, catalepsy, 
somnambulism, pseudo-religious excitement, 
aid pow-wow-ing. These phenomena have 
been familiar to philosophers from the days 
when the council of Amphictions first played 
upon the credulity of Greece by means of the 
ravings of hysterical girls of the Delphic cave, 
to those when good old Cotton Mather uttered 
lis anathemas against witchcraft, and thence 
Our own times, and the period of our own 
observations, All that we contend for is the 





F reality and importance of these etfects, which 
+ lave repeatedly determined health and disease, 
life and death. 


Call them imaginative or 
uet, they are sufficiently important to be wor- 
hy of calm, philosophical investigation; and 
that investigation promises to throw much 
light on the history of that occult class of vital 


' erations which results from the nervous 
 finetion, 


The medical man who now disbelieves the 
‘ataleptic and spasmodic effects of certain gri- 


— and ence acting on certain sus- 
Wore No. 175. 91 





ceptible persons, betrays a culpable i ignorance 
of his profession; and he who, believing, refuses 
to avow that belief for fear of public opinion, 
betrays a ridiculous degree of moral coward- 
ice. 

Dr. Wood, io his introductory of this year, 
very properly considers these aberrations as 
legitimate subjects for philosophical research, 
and acknowledges that the physical influence 
of the nervous system of one individual over 
another, is not absolutely beyond the bounds 
of physical possibility ; but he considers this 
influence as effective only in weak minded sub- 
jects, and particularly women. We will quote 
one observation, in disproof of this, from 
among many at command. 

Ultra immaterialist as we are, we entertain 
no idea that these artificial productions of ner- 
vous diseases are due to a metaphysical cause. 
Another observation will be given, showing 
most conclusively that the body, and not the 
mind of the operator, is the direct agent in pro- 
ducing the effect, and that the body and not the 
mind of the magnitised receives the immediate 
impression. 

Obs. 1. A gentleman of deservedly high 
Standing in the literary world, underwent a 
private application of the unintelligible process 
of the magnetiser, in our presence, a few days 
ago. Heis a man of great firmness and deci- 
sion of character, and altogether above the sas- 
picion of lending himself to charlatanry. It 
was found impossible to effect his mind, but 
not so his person. Ina very few minutes his 
eyes involuntarily closed, and the expression of 
his face was totally changed. After the vairi 
endeavour to produce a farther impression, the 
operation ceased. He was asked by a by- 
stander whether he heard what was going on 
around him. He made violent efforts to reply, 
throwing his face into strange contortions, but 
was utterly unable to open his mouth. He at- 
tempted to join in the laugh occasioned by his 
ludicrous condition, but the muscles refused 
their office and the contortions of the counte- 
nance were redonbled. He was requested to 
open his eyes, but all his efforts were useless. 
Making signs for writing materials, on re- 
ceiving tbem he proceeded to describe his sen- 
sations, and had completed two well written 
lines, when he recovered almost instantly. He 
then stated that this was the third time that he 
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had been “* magnetised,”’ at the distance of se- 
veral years, and by different individuals, but 
always with precisely the same results. His 
sense of sight appeared to him to be totally 
lost, while that of hearing was redoubled in 
intensity, and he was utterly incapable of 
speaking; but his mind was totally unaffected. 

Obs, 2. The arm of a young lady was sepa- 
rately acted upon in the extended position, 
and the extensors were rendered very rigid. 
The arm was carried horizontally outwards. 
The influence did not extend tothe deltoid, 
which soon became paralysed soas to require 
that the elbow should he supported. Sensa- 
tion in the part was totally lost in the fore- 
arm, so that a deep scratch, an inch in length, 
made with a pen-knife, and which bled very 
freely, (a most inexcusable experiment) awak- 
ened no emotion. We placed our left hand up- 
on the bend of the elbow, and, with the right, 
steadily exerted a force of about sixty pounds 
for nearly two minutes, in the attempt to bend 
the elbow, but without producing the slightest 
impression. The moment we relaxed the force, 
all the muscles of the forearm were thrown into 
one of the most violent tetanic spasms that we 
ever witnessed. The hand became perfectly 
livid from venous engorgement, and the fin- 
gers,—each joint half flexed,—were rigid as 


biceps and deltoid; which were still sensible; 
and when the magnetiser was suddenly called 
to the young lady’s relief, she was on the 
point of screaming with pain. There appeared 
to be real danger of rupture of the tendons. 
Now the total absence of unusual mental phe- 
nomena in this case—for, until the occurrence 
of the last spasm, she was laughing and talk- 


tinetly proves that the phenomena are not, as 
certain miscalled theorists pretend, the result 
of the action of mind on mind; but they also 
show the folly of those who fly from the inves- 
tigation of important facts because of the mass 
of unmeaning nonsense with which those facts 
are loaded by a few wild dreamers. 


So far as the writings of the various observ- 
ers are concerned, not one ray of light has yet 
been thrown upon the facts of the question. 
They stand detached and isolated from our 
present knowledge; but we believe that many 


reduced within physislogical., tale,: and, on 
some future occasion, we propose to enlarge 
upon the subject. R.-C, 





The article on Tenotomy is necessarily de- 
ferred until the appearance of the next num- 
ber. 





PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES, | 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, 

At the last session of the College of Physi- 
cians of Philadelphia, held Tuesday, Novem- 
ber 2d, a committee of three gentlemen wae 
appointed to carry into operation a plan for the 
publication of a bulletin of their proceedings, 
which will enable us, hereafter, to comment 
upon such of their Jabours as are interesting to 
the profession at large. 














PHILADELPHIA MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Saturday, Nov. 6th.—The Medical Society 

held the first meeting of its annual session. 

The Society proceeded to organise itself, and 

appoint the several standing committees and 

ehairmen. ‘The Committee on Lectures of 

the preceding session reported the following 

arrangement of the order of addresses for the 

present winter, 

Drs, R. M. Huston—On Vaccination as a pre- 
ventive of Smal] Pox. 

Warrington—On Diseases within the Fe- 
male Pelvis producing symptoms ana- 
logous to those of displacement of the 
Uterus. 

R. Coates—On Animal Magnetism. 

Bryan—On Diseases of the Joints. 

Parrish—On Fractures involving the kI- 
bow and Wrist Joints. 

West—On the evidences of Mineral Poi- 
sons taken into the Stomach. 

Hallowell—On Cholera Infantum. 

H. S. Patterson—On the use of cold wa- 
ter in disease. 

Hays—On Scrofulous Opbthalmia. 

Griscom—On Vaccination. 

Pepper—On Pneumothorax. 

Wiltbank—On Medical Ethics. 

C. W. Morris—On the nature and treat- 
ment of Croup. 


ACADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES. 

The Academy of Natural Sciences of Phi- 
ladelphia, an institution perhaps the most vi- 
gorous, and certainly the most liberally acces- 
sible of its class in the United States, pub- 
lishes a monthly bulletin of its proceedings, 
containing earlier notices of some of its more 





even of the most remarkable of them may be 


important memoirs than can be derived from 
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jis more voluminous *'T'ransactions,” and giv- 
ing a sketch of lighter labours and incidental 
remarks, not deemed appropriate for the period- 
ical volumes, though possessing, in many in- 
stances, nd ephemeral interest. ‘This bulletin, 
designed chiefly for the use of its members and 
other professional naturalists, often contains 
matter of high importance to medicine or the 
collateral sciences; and it is our duty, as jour- 
nalists, to make the medical public acquainted 
with such portions of the proceedings of the 
Academy as are peculiarly fitted for our co- 
lumns. No apology need be offered for ante- 
dating the moment, by commencing with ex- 
tracts from the early numbers of the bulletin. 
They will apologise for themselves. When, 
in the succeeding year, we commence giving 

an account of the scientific institutions and 
charities which should be considered as tribu- 
tary to the medical school of Philadelphia, the 
Academy will be canvassed among the num- 
her. 


Ordinary Meeting, June 1, 1841. 
Dr. Morton made some remarks on the An- 
cient Peruvians; that extraordinary people 





j 
i 


| | 


| 


who preceded the Inca race, and whose mo- | 


numents show a remarkable advance in civili- 
zation at a very early epoch. 

‘In my work on American skulls (Crania 
Americana,) I have expressed the opinion that 
the heads of the ancient Peruvians were natu- 
rally very much elongated ; and that they dif- 
fered in this respect from those of the Inca 
Peruvians, and other surrounding nations ; and 
having given this opinion at a meeting of the 
Academy prior to the publication of my work, 
Itake this occasion to renounce it. 

In the American Journal of Science, for 
March, 1840, I have already, in a brief note, 
adverted to this change of opinion; and Inow 
repeat my matured conclusions in connection 
with positive facts derived from the work of a 


distinguished traveller and naturalist, M. Al-| 


cide D’Orbigny. 

This gentleman not only visited the elevated 
table-land of the Andes, which was once in- 
habited by the ancient Peruvians, but he re- 
mained a long time in that interesting region, 
and has collected numerous facts in relation to 
the people themselves. 

1. The desesndants of the ancient Peru- 
vians yet inhabit the land of their ancestors, 
and bear the name of Aymaras, which was 
probably their primitive designation. 

2. The modern Aymaras resemble the sur- 
founding Quichua or Peravian nations, in co- 
lour, figure, features, expression, shape of the 
head, (which they have ceased to mould into 
artificial forms,) and in fact in every thing that 





relates to physical conformation and social cus- 
toms; their languages differ, but even here 
there is a resemblance which proves a com- 
mon origin. 

3. On examining the tombs of the ancient 
Aymaras, in the environs of the lake Titicaca, 
M. D’Orbigny remarked that those which con- 
tained the compressed and elongated skulls, 
contained also a greater number that were not 
flattened ; whence he infers that the deformi- 
ty was not natural, or characteristic of the na- 
tion, but the result of mechanical compres- 
sion. 

4. It was also remarked that those skulls 
which were flattened were uniformly those of 
men, while the heads of the women always re- 
tained the natural shape,—the squared or sphe- 
roidal form which is characteristic of the Ame- 
rican race, and especially of the Peravians. 

5. ‘The most elongated heads were found in 
the largest and finesttombs ; showing that the 
deformity was a mark of distinction among 
these people. 

6. The researches of M. D’Orbigny con- 
firm the statements made at distant intervals 
of time by Pedro de Cieza, Garcilaso de la 
Vega, and Mr. Pentland, and prove conclu- 
sively, what 1 have never doubted, that these 
»eople were the architects of their own tombs 
and temples; and not, as some suppose, in- 
truders who had usurped the civilization and 
appropriated the ingenuity of an antecedent and 
more intellectual race. 

M. D’O:bigny found temples from 100 to 
200 metres in length, facing the east, and or- 
namented with rows of angular columns; enor- 
mous gateways made of a single mass of rock, 
and covered with bas reliefs ; colossal statues 
of basalt; and large square tombs, wholly 
above ground, and in such numbers that they 
are compared to towns and villages. 

My published observations go to sliow that 
the internal capacity of the cianium, as indi- 
cative of the size of the brain, is nearly the 
same in the ancient and modern Peruvians, 
viz. about seventy-five cubic inches, a small- 
ness of size which is without a parallel among 
existing nations, excepting only the Hindoos. 

M. D’Orbigny even supposes the ancient 
Peruvians to have been the lineal progenitors 
of the Inca family ; a question which is not yet 
decided. Supposing this to be the fact, we 
may inquire how it happens that the Incas 
should have so entirely abandoned the prac- 
tice of distorting the cranium; especially as 
this, among the Aymaras, was an aristocratic 
privilege ? 

| was at first at a loss to imagine how this 
singular elongation of the head was effected ; 
for when pressure is applied to a spheroidal 
head, as in the instance of the Chenouks and 
other tribes of the Columbia river, the skall 
expands Jaierally in proportion as it is depress- 
ed above; whereas, in those people, the head 
is narrow from the face to the occiput. It 
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seems probable that this conformation was 
produced by placing splints or compresses on 
each side of the head from the cheek bones to 
the parietal protuberances, and another on the 
forehead, and confining them by rotary band- 
ages. In this way the face, in the process of 
growth, would be protruded in front, and the 
head elongated backwards; while the skull, 
in all other directions, could expand compara- 
tively little. Af ie 
- Dr. Goddard suggested that the deformity 
observable in this series of crania, might have 
been produced by the action of rotary band- 
ages alone, without the nse of splints or com- 
presses. Dr. Morton admitted the possibility 
of this result in some of the heads, but thought 
that in others there was satisfactory evidence 
of the use of the splint or compress, especial- 
ly on the os frontis. 

Dr. Morton exhibited, in further illustra- 
tion, six casts of heads and three skulls of 
these people, all of which present the elongat- 
ed form in question, For further details, Dr. 
Morton referred to his Crania Americana, and 
to the beautiful and instructive work of M. 
D’Orbigny, entitled, “ L’Homme Americain, 
considéré sous ses rapports physiologiques et 
moraux.’’ ‘These works were at the same 
time placed on the table for inspection and 
comparison. 


Stated Meeting, June 8. 

Dr. Blanding mentioned some facts in rela- 
tion to the surprising fecundity of the striped 
Bass, Labrax lineatus. He obtained one of 
these fish which weighed 654 Ihs. and the 
roes 4 lb. 6 0z. 2dr. He found one hundred 
of the eggs to weigh a grain and a half; and 
although one end of the containing membrane 
had been ruptured, whereby some hundreds 
were lost, the whole number of eggs must have 
been at least 2,248,000. 


Stated Meeting, July 6, 1841. 

Verbal Communications.—Dr, Morton (Prof. 
Johnson taking the chair) made the following 
communication, 

‘tT submit to the inspection of the members 
eight skulls of the ancient Mexican race, for 
six of which I am indebted to Don J. Gomez 
de la Cortina, and for the other two to Dr. 
John P. Macartney of the city of Mexico. 
All these crania have been received since the 
publication of my Crania Americana. 

The skulls are of the following nations, 

1, Olomies,—Four in number, with the high 
vertex, flat occiput, great lateral diameter and 
broad faces, characteristic of the American 
race. ‘lhe Otomies preceded the Tolticas, 
and were the least cuitivated of the demi-civi- 
lized nations of Anahuac. 
these heads gives 92 cubic inches of internal 
capacity ; the smallest, that of a female, on- 
ly 67. 

2. Chechemecan.—A single skull, of 83 cubic 
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The largest of 


inches of internal capacity. This nation fo}. 
lowed the Tolticas in the possession of Mexico 
in the 11th century of our era. They were 
nomades and hunters, but rapidly acquired 
the arts and civilization of their predeces- 
sors, 

3. Tlascalan.—A single cranium. These 
people formed one of the seven tribes who es. 
tablished themselves in Mexico during the 
Chechemecan monarchy, and are now renown- 
ed in history for their warlike exploits, They 
are well known to have rendered Cortez es- 
sential aid in taking the city of Mexico. This 
skull gives an internal capacity of 84 cubic 
inches, and, like the others of this series, is re- 
markable for its diameter between the parie- 
tal bones. 

{tis worthy of remark that the average in- 
ternal capacity of these six authentic Mexican 
skulls, is precisely what I have accorded to 
these people in my Crania Americana, viz., 
seventy-nine cubic inches. The mean of the 
facial angle also accords with my previous 
measurements, and gives 75°. 

All these heads were obtained from tumuli 

or mounds, within the territories of the na- 
tions whose names they bear, so as to leave no 
doubt in the mind of the distinguished gentle- 
man from whom I received them, of their hav- 
ing pertained to individuals of those nations, 
- The two remaining crania are supposed to 
be those of Aztecks, who also belonged to the 
confederacy of the seven tribes, but were the 
last to take possession. These were the peo- 
ple who subsequently obtained the supreme 
power, and under the name of Aztecks or Mexi- 
cans, governed the country at the epoch of the 
Spanish invasion, A. D. 1521. The Aztecks 
were a brave and intelligent people, but re- 
markable for bloody rites, both in their war- 
like and religious observances. They were 
less cultivated than the Tolticas, but much 
more so than the surrounding barbarous tribes: 
and appear, in fact, to have been the connect- 
ing link between the two. The largest of 
these heads gives 85 cubic inches of internal 
capacity ; the smallest 77; the medium being 
80 cabic inches. The configuration of these 
heads is on the same model as the preceding 
series, and the mean facial angle differs but a 
single degree. 

Whoever will be at the pains to compare 
this series of skulls with those from the bar- 
barous tribes, will, | think, agree that the fact 
thus derived from organic characters, corrobo- 
rate the position | have long maintained, that 
all the American nations, excepting the polar 
tribes, are of one race and one species, but of 
two great families, which resemble each other 
in physical but differ in intellectual charac- 
ter.”’ 

Stated Meeting, August 17, 1841. 

Dr. Morton (Dr. Coates taking the chair) 
made some remarks on the sutures of the cra- 
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responding bones, 


He adverted to the opinion long in vogue, 
that the chief use of the sutures was to facili- 
tate the process of parturition : a theory which 
is refuted by the fact that they exist in the 
skulls of all the oviparous animals as strong- 
ly marked as in those of the viviparous class. 
That they give a certain increased facility to 
parturition is unquestionably true; but their 
more uniform function is to subserve the growth 
of bones, which they do by osseous deposition 
at their margins; hence a suture in the cra- 
nium is equivalent to the surface which inter- 
yvenes between the shaft and epiphysis of a 
long bone. The latter grows in length by de- 
position at its extremities, and the epiphysis 
disappears, like the suture of the cranium, 
when the growth of the bone is completed. 


Dr. Morton illustrated these views by means 
of the skall of a mulatto boy who died when 
about eighteen years of age. In this instance 
the sagittal suture is entirely wanting; in con- 
sequence of which the lateral growth of the 
cranium has ceased in early infancy, (no doubt 
when the suture became consolidated,) so that 
the diameter between the parietal protuber- 
ances is less than 4.5 inches, instead of 5, 
which is about the negroaverage. ‘The squa- 
mous sutures, however, are fully open, whence 
the skull has continued to expand in the up- 
ward direction until it has reached the full ver- 
tical diameter of the negro, viz,, 5.5 inches. 
The coronal suture is also wanting, excepting 
some traces at its lower or lateral extremities, 
The result of this deficiency is seen in the very 
inadequate development of the forehead, which 
islow and narrow, but elongated below by 
means of the various craniofacial sutures. The 


lambdoidal suture is complete, thus permitting. 


of posterior elongation; and the growth in 
this direction, together with the great vertical 
diameter already mentioned, has allowed the 
brain to attain the bulk of seventy-seven cubic 
inches, or six or eight inches short of the ne- 
gro average, 


The growth of the brainand that of the skull 
are of course concentaneous ; noris it probable 
that either could be developed without the su- 
tures; hence there is reason to believe that 
the absence of these may be a cause of idio- 
cy, by preventing the growth. of the brain, 
and thus impairing or destroying its func- 
ions, 


Dr. Coates (B. H.) inclined to the opinion 
that, in cases similar to those presented by Dr. 
Morton, the disappearance of the sutures was 
rather to be regarded as a consequence than a 
cause; and took place, as in old age, because 
the necessity for further extension of growth 
no longer existed, from the final cessation of 
enlargement in the brain, Uniting with Dr. 


Morton in the belief that the office of the su- 
tures was to permit a more rapid development 


nium as Connected with the growth of the cor- | 
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and growth of the craniam, by allowing ossi- 
fication to go on from several centres at the 
samme times, the bones of the skull, in this re- 
spect, resembling the trunk and epiphyses of 
along bone, Dr. Coates inclined, at the same 
time, to the double belief that growthand other 
changes took place, not at the sutures only, 
but throughout the whole extent of a living 
cranial bone. ‘The parietal bone of a newly- 
born infant was not mathematically of the same 
shape with the central portion of that of an 
adult. Were the brain, in one of the cases re- 
ferred to by Dr. Morton, to acquire, by any 
means, a further enlargement, it ought to be 
presumed, in the present state of our physiolo- 
gical knowledge, that the bone would enlarge 
to a corresponding extent; and it would be, 
therefore, inferred that the ossification of the 
Sutures would not limit the growth of the 
brain. 


This view Dr. Coates endeavoured to illus- 
trate by a comparison with the opinion of Mr. 
Serres, that the relative and successiye growth 
of the parts of the brain were a consequence of 
the relative size of their arteries during the pe- 
riod of formation; in regard to which, he be- 
lieved, physiologists were much agreed in the 
conclusion that the development of a portion 
of the brain and of its corresponding artery 
were concentaneous processes ; but that if any 
priority in causation were to be allowed, it 
should be assigned to the organ; in conse- 
quence of the existence and comparative size 
in outline of which, it became necessary if 
the ability of the system permitted, that a pro- 
portionate supply of blood should be furnished 
to the part, through a vessel of a suitable size, 
in order io afford new materials for enlarge- 
ment. Primary growth, he imagined, took 
place in the interstitial substance, and that the 
larger arterial branches, and even the capilla- 
ries were rather an instrument or adjuvant than 
acause, The formation of additions to exist- 
ing solids would thus resemble that of the pri- 
mordia of the foetus, near which no vessels of 
the parent are observed, while the vascular ap- 
pearances are found to approach the newly or- 
ganized individual at a period subsequent to 
its formation, 


Dr. Coates called the attention of the Aca- 
demy to the whiteness, thinness, and semi- 
transparency of the specimen exhibited by Dr. 
Morton, in all the lines usually exhibiting the 
sutures. ‘This he considered, not only as in- 
dicating the previous existence of real sutures, 
but as corresponding with the views entertain- 
ed, by some late comparative anatomists, In 
regard to the analogy of parts. He alluded to 
those who believe the analogous parts 1n anl- 
mal formations to exist to a very great extent 
indeed, although composed of very diversified 
materials, and adapted to very different pur- 
poses in the various beings in which they 
exist, 
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HEALTH OF THE CITY. 


InTeRMENTS in the City and Liberties of Phi- 
ladelphia, from the 23d of Ocivber to the 


















































30th, 
= -S zo 
Diseases. 3 = Diseases. = = 
? sg ¥ g 
noite Fahad 
Apoplexy 3 0) Brought forward,42 34 
Burns, 0} Marasmus, 0 4 
Cancer, 1 0; Measles, 0 1 
Womb, 1 0}Menorrhagia, 1 0 
Casualties, 0 2ManiaaPotu, 1 0 
Croup, 0 2 Morbus Coxa- 
Congestion of | rius, 0 il 
brain, 1 2 Old age, 3 0 
Consumption of ‘Palsy, 1 O 
the lungs, 11 1 Rupture of Aorta, 1 0 
Convulsions, 0 10, Sore Mouth, 0 1 
Diarrhea, 0 2Small pox, 3 ll 
Dropsy, 2 o Still-born, 0 9 
head, 1 2)Tabes Mesente- 
Disease of the | rica, 0.1 
Brain, 2 0 Ulceration of Sto- 
Heart, 1 0 mach, 1 0 
Uterus 1 0 aoe 
Dysentery, 2 0 Total, 115—53 62 
Debility 1 2 
Enlargement of _ Of the above, there 
Liver, 1 Ojwere under 1 year, 22 
Effects of Lauda- | From l1to2 13 
num, l 0 3 to. § -13 
Fever, Remittent,3 1. 5to10 3 
Brain, 1 0 10 to 15 = 
—— Typhus, 2 0 15 to 20. 2 
Typhoid, 9O 1 20 to 30 Il 
Gangrene, 1 0} 30 to 40 «8 
Hematuria, 1 0 40 to 50 7 
Inflammation of | 50 to 60. «8 
Breast, 0 1 60 to 70 7 
—— Brain, 0 1 70 to 80 7 
Bronchi, 4. Q 80 to 90 3 
Lungs, 1 5 90to100 1 
Stomach, 1 0 100 to 110 l 
Liver, 1 0 Seat 
— —/Total, 115 
Carried forward, 42 34| 


Of the above there were 8 from the alms- 
house, 12 people of colour, and 1 from the 
country, which are included in the total 
amount, 
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Fungus Hematodes—Ampuiation.—The fol- 
lowing case, reported by T. Abraham, M. R. 
C. S. L., possesses considerable interest as 
proving the rapidity with which fungus he- 


‘chest had taken place. 
| she expired. 








matodes occasionally developes itself in dis. 
tant parts after the almost hopeless attempt to 
save life by the removal of tumours of this 
character, 


_A young lady, aged 20, in the autumn of 
last year, hurt her knee by a fall, but did not 
fee] much of it at the time, and continued to 
walk without much inconvenience for about 
six weeks afterwards, when the joint became 
very painful on being moved or pressed upon, 
It gradually enlarged all round, but was not 
discoloured. Darting and lancinating pains 
were at length felt in the joint and lower half 
of the femur, which much harassed and dis- 
tressed her day and night. In this state | 
found her on the 15th of January last, when 
requested to attend the case with Mr, Bateman, 
who had been previously assisted by Sir Ben- 
jamin C, Brodie. 

It is not my intention to occupy your space 
in detailing the treatment; suffice it to say, 
that the pains were mitigated in a few days 
but every attempt to cure or suspend the pro- 
gress of the disease proved useless. The 
swelling on each side and in front of the joint 
daily increased, presenting a soft and elastic 
feel, with an obscure sense of fluctuation, Mr. 
Bateman and I now considered that, as the 
disease was progressing, but confined to the 
limb, and the patient’s health rapidly giving 
way, amputation was the only means of check- 
ing it; in this opinion we were afterwards cor- 
roborated by Sir B. C. Brodie. 

On February the 27th, amputation was per- 
formed about two-thirds up the femur; this be- 
ing rendered necessary by the extensive dis- 
ease of that bone. On laying open the joint 
after amputation, a large hemotoid tumour, or 
substance resembling coagulated blood inter- 
sected by cellular strata, was found in it, and 
the lower half of the femur carious, in which 
most probably the tumour originated. In about 
two months the stump was healed, and the pa- 
tient gradually improved in health, so as to be 
able for a few weeks to take carriage exercise, 
and visit her friends. Inthe beginning of July, 
however, she was very ill, and it was disco- 
vered that effusion into the left side of the 
On the 8th instant 


A post mortem examination having been per- 
mitted by her friends, has set at rest any doubt 
that may previously have been entertained as 
to the nature of the complaint. My friend Mr. 
Blyth (Mr, Bateman being from home) and I 
found about two quarts of serum in the left side 
of the chest, extensive pleuritic adhesions, the 
whole of the left lung converted into an ence- 
phaloid mass, weighing about two pounds, of 
a reddish-white hue, more consistent than 
brain, and greasy to the touch, ‘The heart 
(forced into the right side of chest) was small 
and pale; the parietes thin, the valves sound ° 
the right lung vas much compressed, an 
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thickly studded with calcareous deposits. No 
disease was found in the abdomen. 

The above statement is forwarded for publi- 
cation as additional evidence (if any be want- 
ed) of fungus hematodes, or medullary sarco- 
ma, being dependent on a morbid condition of 
the blood, and of its re-production and rapid 
growth in another part after it had been re- 
moved from its primary seat.—London Medical 
Gazelle. 


This case reminds us strongly of another oc- 
curring in the very commencement of our 
private practice, which strongly proves the 
advantage of declining to meddle too hastily 
with tumours of rapid growth, suspicious cha- 
racter, and doubtful diagnosis, when seen in 
patients whose constitution is in bad condition, 
even when the result of a hasty consultation is 
favourable to an operation, and the ambitious 
young surgeon is panting for an opportunity to 
flesh his maiden-knife. 

In the winter of 1823-4 we visited, at the 
request of a very eminent surgeon, a boy of 
about twelve years of age, whose residence 
was too distant to permit the gentleman first 
consulted to assume the charge of the case in 
the midst of his arduous duties. The boy was 
pale and feeble, with a scrofulous diathesis, 
and had been confined to his bed for some 
weeks, in consequence of apparent inflamma- 
tion of the hip-joint. From the account given 
by the mother of the preceding features of the 
case, and the symptoms present at the time of 
the first visit, the diagnosis of coxalgia seemed 
most perfectly plain, and the proper course of 
treatment for that disease was immediately in- 
stituted. On the following day our attention 
was called to the condition of the left cuspid 
tooth of the upper jaw, which was said to be 
aching severely, and the mother wished it ex- 
tracted, On examination, the tooth was found 
perfectly sound, but, over the root, there was 
a small elongated tumour of the gum, extend- 
ing from its neck nearly as high as the corres- 
ponding ala nasi. This tumour very closely 
resembled an epulis. It was rather broadly 
and firmly attached to the periosteum, but it 
was rather unusually elastic, and was the seat 
of severe lancinating pains, not materially in- 
creased by pressure, In the absence of sore- 
hess, there was no reason for supposing these 
pains to originate from inflammation of the 
periosteum, nor was there any valid reason for 


tation to the nerve. Fearing that the tumour 
might prove of a malignant and hemorrhagic 
character, and knowing the patient to be in a 
condition which would not bear the exhaustion, 
we positively prohibited the extraction of the 
tooth, and ordered opiates combined with anti- 
monials. In the course ofa few hours we were 
sent for in great haste, and found that the tooth 
had been drawn, and that the patient had al- 
already lost many ounces of blood. The boy 
had fainted repeatedly, and the dentist having 
exhausted his skill in vain in the endeavour to 
arrest the bleeding, had fled the house in great 
alarm. By plugging the cavity with lint 
steeped in a strong solution of alum, and ap- 
plying pressure with the finger over the com- 
press for a long time, the hemorrhage was 
checked, but not until the life of the child was 
seriously endangered. 

On examining the extracted tooth, the point 
of the root was found to be surmounted by a 
portion of soft, ragged, fibrous matter, evident- 
ly springing from the periosteum, and torn 
from a mass of larger dimensions in a line cor- 
responding with the direction of the tooth, 
Convinced from these circumstances that the 
morbid structure was connected with the an- 
trum, we earnestly requested a division of re- 
sponsibility with the high Authority which had 
been called upon in the first instance. 


In the consultation, immediate excision of 
the tumour was strongly pressed, under the 
belief that it was periosteal and superficial; and 
it was with great difficulty, aided by much 
firmness of opinion, that we accomplished a 
delay on account of the extreme ill health of 
the patient, and his obvious inability to endure 
a formidable operation if the tumour should 
prove to be connected with the antrum. 


The case being still treated for coxalgia, in 
about a week a similar tumour appeared on the 
left external angular process of the frontal bone, 
and rapidly grew to the size of a filbert. It 
was affected with similar lancinating pains. 
The stomach soon became intolerant of food, 
vague shooting pains were felt in the abdomen, 
diarrhea at length came on, and in about three 
weeks the patient died in delirium, with slight 
convulsions. 

After death, the antrum was found complete- 
ly filled with a soft encephaloid mass, the tu- 





attributing them to any ordinary cause of irri- 


mour near the external canthus of the eye was 
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found to be much of the same character, though 
somewhat firmer, a large portion of the right 
lobe of the liver had undergone an analogous 
transformation, and the pyloric extremity of the 
stomach was enormously thickened, and almost 
reduced to a pultaceous mass! R. C. 





On the Application of Oil-varnish to the Im- 
moveable Apparatus, in Fractures of the Limbs 
of Children, . By M. Tavicnot, House-surgeon 
of the Hospital of Children’s Diseases.— 
When the common immoveable apparatus is 
applied to the fracture of the lower limb of a 
young child, at the end of two or three days it 
becomes perfectly moveable by saturation with 
urine, and therefore totally incapable of main- 
taining the fractured parts in apposition. Af- 
ter some trials with glazed silk and spirit-var- 
nish, which were soon, permeated with the 
fluid, M. Tavignot found that oil-varnish an. 
swered the purpose extremely well. ‘The best 
mode of using it is to apply the starch-bandage 
first, and this having become completely dry, 
a layer of the varnish is to be smeared over its 
whole external surface, and also over its supe- 
rior border and part of its internal surface by 
a fine brush. The limb is then to be exposed 
to the air in warm weather, and to artificial 
heat in winter. Another layer of varnish is to 
be applied in about two hours, being applied 
especially on the parts of the limb most ex- 
posed to the action of the urine. When the 
layer has dried, the ordinary coverings of the 
limb may be replaced, and the urine then glides 
over the surface of the bandage with great fa- 
cility without affecting it in the least. _M. 
Tavignot has placed a bandage thus prepared 
in constant contact with urine, by putting it 
into a vessel full of this fluid without altering 
its consistence in any degree. 

This is not the only advantage, for the appa- 
ratus can be removed without cutting the band- 
ages, by placing the child in a warm bath, for 
the water insinuates itself between the bandage 
and the limb, and so softens the former by dis- 
solving some of the starch, that the limb is 
readily unrolled. . 

Paper steeped in this varnish appears likely 
to prove highly useful to the surgeon in pro- 
tecting parts exposed to the action of acrid or 
irritating fluids. 

{The composition of this varnish is not giv- 
en. It is probably the common size-varnish 
of our oil-shops.]|—Brit. and For. Med, Rev., 
from L’? Examinateur Medical. 





Medico-legal Question on the Criminal Pro- 
duction of Abortion in case of an Acephalous 
Monster,.—On the 2d of June last at the As- 
sizes at Dréme a girl was accused of procur- 
ing abortion by criminal means. The fetus 


when it came into the world was acephalous ; 
there was no vertebral canal to the spinal co- 


rudimentary state and immediately under the 
skin. One of the lungs was bat half the size 
of the other, and both sunk in water. The 
forehead was completely absent, the chin was 
almost confounded with the chest, and there 
was searcely any neck. The fetus was of 
about six months. It was proved by MM. Morin 
and Biguel that it had never respired, and that 
its life ceased with gestation ; but they also re- 
marked on its head a wound anda small ec- 
chymosis which they regarded as a probable 
result of a criminal maneeuvre, executed by the 
aid of a pointed instrument Shortly before 
abortion, and they thought that the death of 
the foetus was the consequence, whilst in the 
womb of the mother, 

‘The most important question which present- 
ed itself, and which was seized by the counsel] 
of the prisoner, was, in a case where the mate- 
tial fact of abortion provoked by the accused 
was demonstrated, could the penalty apply for 
delivering herself of a monstrous feetus, jnca- 
pable of life, and could a deed be considered a 
crime which had caused no prejudice to socie- 
ty nor to an individual ? (individualitié,) The 
defender after having distinguished abortion 
from infanticide, which cannot be a crime when 
the infant is not viable ; and alluded to the re- 
markable fact peculiar to abortion, that the 
law does not punish the iutention, even when 
itis manifested by the commencement of exe- 
ecution, argued -that it is not the endeavour the 
law punishes, but the injurious deed alone. 
‘The destruction of a monster incapable of 
life cannot injure it. The fact, then, cannot 
constitute the crime of abortion. If it be the 
deed prejudicial to generation that the law ar- 
raigns, it must be said that in this case there 
existed no prejudice, no crime, and no penalty 
could be awarded,” 
prisoner, notwithstanding the opposition of 
the ministre public.—Ibid., from Gaz. Med. 


On an unusual variety of Hernia. By M. 
Dumeaux.—The following remarkable dispo- 
Sition of parts was observed in the body of a 
man between 55 and 60 years of age, who had 
a large scrotal hernia on the right side. After 
removing all the coverings of the tumour, the 
hernial sac, or what appeared to be the sac, in- 
stead of being a uniformly resisting membrane, 
presented very distinct muscular fascicula, and 
the posterior wall of the cecum was immedi- 
ately recognized. On examination by the ab- 
domen it was found that the cecum, instead of 
oceupying the iliac fossa, was placed on the 
abdominal wall, and covered by peritoneum on 
one of its surfaces only. Its adherent wall 
was engaged in the inguinal canal, forming 
part of the hernial tumour, The free wall, 
covered with peritoneum followed, being as it 
were invaginated in the former, and ‘forming 
towards the abdomen a cavity or true hernial 
sac, in which seven or eight inches of intestine 








lumn ; the spinal marrow and netves were in a 


wete engaged,—Jbid, from Ann, de la Chir. ° 


The jury acquitted the - 
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